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An INTRODUCTION, 


Iliyftrative of the Principles and Office of Ba» 
8 tu} ny Confirmation, and the Euchari „ 


| (arecaton is a compound from the Greek, whick 


implies an echo, or repeated ſound; ſo that a Catechiſin 


is no more than a ſhort ſyſtem of an inſtruction firſt taught 


and inſtilled into a perſon or catechumen, and then re- 
peated upon the catechiſts examination. | 


Catechiſt, the perſon W or 1 the queſtions 
of the catechumen. 


Catechi/ing, or to catecliſe, is to examine and inſtru 


youth (or the ignorant) in the fundamental articles (or 


principles moſt commonly) of the Chriſtian Religion : 


„Without catechiſing no grounds and principles have ever 


been well laid, and where no principles are firmly eſta - 
bliſhed in the mind, inſtruction or preaching, is like 4 
building eredted upon a ſandy foundation; but where 


there is a ſure foundation laid, in a ſound knowledge of - 
the principles of Chriſtianity, {eſpecially) the mind, like 


a houſe built on a rock, ſtands firm againſt the ſhocks of -- 
every temptation ; conſequently the negled of catechifing 
m Parents, Matters, Tutors, &c. may be ſaid to be de- 
nying thofe under their charge the means of ſaving 
knowledge for their immortal ſouls.'”” Almighty. God 


having created onr firſt parents in righteouſneſs and 


true holineſs, promiſed LIFE to them on condition of 


| perfect and perpetual obedience : But they. through temp- 


tation of the Devil, willfully tranſgreſſed the command- 
ment of God, whereby they brought not only themſeives; 
but alſo their poſterity into a ſtate of fin and miſer y, from 


which only the infinite wiſdom and goodneſs of God could 
fave us by his Grace and Mercy, through Jesus CurisT 


our REDEEMER, through whom God freely offers pardon 


and IgE to all that truly repent, and obediently follow 


EE on , 


4 INTRODUCFION. 
and profefs 7eſus Chriſt to be the true Meſſiah, and Saviour 


. 9 
r * 


of the world; the onfy Son and anoisted of God, and who 1 

; dath given us a true reve/ation of the mind and will of 1 

God, both by example and precept, which we are obliged 

1 | to regard as our /ole rule both in faith and practice; the © 

| manifeſt end and purpoſe whereof is the Glory of God, 

| and the preſent and future happineſs of mankind; which _ 
1 tungs are only worthy of God, and therefore could only 

F come from him, Ts FFC 


e the Calbechipn, Office of Baptiſm, c. 
As to the form of our Catechiſm, it is after the pri- 
mitive manner; for fo we read Philip catechized the Eu- 
auch; which alſo contains a ſhort and full explication. 
Firſt, of the Baptiſmal Vow. Secondly, the Apoſtles _ 
Creed, Thirdly, the Ten Commandments. Fourthly, . 
Dur Lord's Prayer; and (which was added in the 1k |» 
- James time) Fifthly, a plain explanation of the Sacrament + 
; (which was drawn up by Biſhop Overal,. then Deanof st 
Paul's, and was allowed by the Biſhops, whom the King 
_ 8ppPointed to examine the ſame) with which addition, the 
beſt judges have declared. it excells all the Catechiſms that 
| ever wers in ihe world, both for its ſhortneſs and fullneſs. 
Another excellence is alſo very difcernable, that is, that as 
a}! perſons are baptized not into any particular church, _ 
but into the Catholic Church of Chriſt, ſo in the inftruc- * 
tions they are not taught the opinion of any particular 
people, but what the whole body of Chriſtians all the 
world over agree in. Our Catechiſm neceſſarily opens 
with Baptiſm, as being the firſt good office, therefore it 
will be neceſſary to ſay ſomething of the office itſelf, _ 
. 13. Water, therefore, which is its matter, hath ſo natural 
=_” a property of cleanſing, that it hath been made the ſym- 
dol of purification by all nations, and uſed with that ſig- 
nification in the rites of all religions. The Heathens uſed 
diverſe kinds of Baptiſm to expiate their crimes; and the 
Jews baptize (and ever did, and that they held it to re» 
preſent purification both of heart and life is evident from 
their interrogating John, «+ Why baptizeſt thou — 7 3 


_ REF... . _ — 
—+ — 
— — r 2 we * 
* 
. 
1 


W 

* Fo, 

(RE AL; 
> 


\ 
— A: 2 on n : as 
wa ERS 24 Ie ge > WS 


Wy 
45 
* 

f 
12 2D 
- 2 
. 
. 
x 
1-3 
3 [.% 
75 
1 
bY 
8 7 
e 
5 
7. 4 
. * 
5 
* 
** 
81 
"12 
. My 
«IF 
* 
4 
9 
* 


— . 
* — 8 4. 2 
. g : — ep. > 2 * b 7 
* 2 : — 8 . 5 l * 
F - 3 * err WE, > KEE 
8 - pt 2 2 "+ Ca 3 —— 
6 * R een * 2 * J72 I one .. \ X 
. 5 2 OE 9 FR — A 


INTRODUCTION. $5 
if thou ber not that Chriſt?” which alſo ſulliciently indi- 
cates that they, (the Jews) expected either the Meſſiah 
himſelf, or his attendance, would baptize, and which was 
__ neceſſary to them before they could become the ſubjects of 
ſo holy a prince as the Meſſiah; and conſequently was a 
moſt ſolemn ob'igation, binding thoſe who received it tolead 
ſuch holy lite) ſuch as are admitted proſelytes at large; and 
when any of thoſe nations turn Jews, who are already 
circumciſed, they receive them by baptiſm only; with 
which ceremony atfo they purified ſuch Heathen women 
as Were taken in marriage by Jewiſh huſbands, and this is 
that univerſal, plain, and eaſy rite which our Lord Jeſus 
adopted to be a myſtery in his Religion, and the Sacra» 
ment of admiſſion into the chriſtian church. 25 
2. Nor can any thing better repreſent regeneration,. 
or new-birth, which our Saviour requires of us before 
we can become Chriſtians, than waſhing with water: for 
as that is the firſt office done unto us after our natural 
births, in order to cleanſe us from the pollutions of the 
womb; ſo when we are admitted into the church, we are 
fir ſt baptized (by which the Holy Ghoſt cleanſeth us from 
the pollutions of our fin, and reneweth us unto God) and 
ſo become, as it were, ſpritual infants, and enter into a 
new life and being, which before we had not; For this 
reaſon when the Jews baptiſed any of their proſelytes,. 
they called it their new-birth, regeneration, or being 
born again. And therefore when our Saviour uſed this 
* phraſe to Nicodemus, he wondered that he, being a 
© Maſter in Iſrael,” ſhould not underſtand him. And even 
among the Greeks this was thought to have ſuch virtue 
and efficacy, as to give new life as it were to thoſe who 


L were efteemed religiouſly dead. For if any one that was 


living was reported to be deceaſed, and-hag funeral ſo- 
lemnities performed upon his account; he was afterwards, 
upon his return, abominated of all men as a en uns 
lucky and profane, baniſhed and excluded from-a'l human 
converſation, and not ſo much as admitted te be preſent 
in the temples, or at the ſacrifices, ti !! he was born again, 
as it were by being waſhed like a child from the womb; 
A cuſtom founded 7 the direction of the oracle: at Del 
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phos : for one Ariſtinus falling under this mis fortune, 
and conſulting Apollo to know how he might be freed 
TX rom * his . 90 un him this anſwer: 


. What women is when one 1n childbed lies, 
— That do again; ſo mayelt thou ſacrifice, 


Ariftinus rightly apprehending what the oracle meant, 
= 1 himſelf to women, as one newly brought forth, to 
de waſhed again with water. And from this example ir 
grew among the Greeks, when the like calamity befell any 
man, to expiate and purify him after this manner. And. 
thus in the Chriſtian Church, by our Saviour's inſtitution 5 
and appointment, thoſe who were dead to God through 


fin, are born again by the waſhing of regeneration and 


renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, as in Tit. iii. 5. and how | 
proper by the way) water is to typify the Holy Ghoſt, 
may be ſeen by conſulting ſeveral texts of ſcripture, 


where water and the bleſſed Spirit ar? mentioned as cor- 


reſponding one to another, ſee Ifa, zliv, 3. Jo. iv. 14. vii, 
37. 39. As to the form, our Saviour only inſtituted the 
eſſential parts of it, that is, that it ſhould be performed 
with water, and iz the name of the Father, aud of the Sen, 

end of ihe Holy Ghoft ; but for the rites and circumſtances. 
of the adminiſtration of it, he left em to be nen 5 
dy his Apoſtles and the Church, 


The public bapti/m of infants is what is now ned com · 


monly uſed, being the office appointed for infants, and 
deſigned for the ſame end that circumciſion was, and did 
"ſucceed in the place of i:; eonſequently ought to be 
adminiſtered to the ſame kind of perſons ;. for fince God 
commanded infants to be circumciſed Gen. xvii. 12. it is 


not to be doubted but that he would alſo have them to be 


baptized, nor is it neceſſary that Chrilt ſhould particularly. 
mention children in his commiſſion: it is ſufficient that he 

did notexcept them; for that ſuppoſeth he intended no alte- 
ration in this particular, but that children ſhould be initiated: 


into the Chriſtian, as well as into the ſewiſh religion. 
And indeed, if we confider the cuſtom of the Jews at that. 


t:me, it is impoſſible but that the Apoſtles, to whom he 
delivered his commiſſion, muſt: neceſſaril y and him 


as. 
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as ſpeaking of children, as well as of grown or adult per 
fons ; for it is well known that the Jews baptized as well as. 
Z circumciſed all proſelytes of the nations or Gentiles that 
were converted to their religion. And if any of thoſe 
converts had any infant-children then born to them, before 
the parents themſelves were baptized, they alſo were, at 
the father's defire, both circumciſed and baptiſed if males, 
or if temales only baptized, and ſo admitted as proſelytes; 
the child's inability to declare or promiſe for himſelf, was 


covenant: but the defire of. the father to dedicate him 


# his admillive; Nor does the ceremony of baptiſm appear 


ordinary occaſions only, but it ſeems rather to have been 


cuſtoms of the Jews, which they eſteemed equal to the 


$ folemn waſhing, as well as the circumciſion of the child, 
which I know not how to interpret, if it is not to be un- 


conſtant practice ot the Jews, and our Savicur in his 
go and diſciple all nations, baptizing them. &c. conſe- 


quently that he intended no alteration in the objects of 
baptiſm, but only to exalt the aQtion of baptizing to a 


3 


is given in ſo few words, and there! is no expreſs direction 


wWuhat they ſhall do with the infants of thoſe who become 
diſciples; the natural and obvious interpretation is, that 
they mult do in that matter as they and the Church, in 


3 which they lived, had always uſed to do. And we may 
3 aſſure ourſelves, that had the Apoſtles left children out 


of the covenant, (which they did not, as we learn from 
* theſe paſſages, © by whole houſeholds being baptized,” 
Act. vi. 15, 33. 1 Cor. 1. 16.) and not received them as 


members of the church; the Jews, who took ſuch care 


4 that their children ſhould not want their own Sacrament 


ab. | 


not looked upon as a bar againſt bis reception into the 
to God, was accounted available and. ſufficient to jultify 
to have been uſed amongſt the Jews upon ſuch extra- 
I an ordinary rite, conſtantly adminiſtered by them, as well : 
to their own, as to the children of proſelytes; for the 


1 Miſhna, (or part of the Talmud or body of the laws and 


Scriptures, as it greatly illuſtrates them) preſcribes the 


derſlood of baptiſmal walking : this therefore being the 


commiſſion making no exception, but bidding his Apoſtles 


nobler purpoſe, and a larger uſe; for when a commiſſion. 


0 initiation, would e have urged this as a great 
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1 INTRONUCTION. 


objection againſt the chriſtian religion; but we do not 


read of any ſueh objection ever being made, and therefore we 


may depend upon it, that the Apoſtles gave them no room 
for it; and what makes it ſtill more probable that children 
were really included, is that the ſcriptures no where 
mention the deferring the baptiſm of any chriſtian's child, 
or the putting it off till he came to years of diſcretion: 
but that paſſage, 1 Cor. xii. 14. Elfe were your children 


unclean, but now they are holy,” which, compared with 
paralle] original texts of the Old Teſtament, and the 
interpretation given of them by the learned Jews, that 


to ſandi/y, or make holy, was » common expreflion 
among the Jews for baptizing or waſhing; which is alſo 
uſed twice more by the ſame Apoſtle, once in this epiſtle, 


1 Cor. vi. 11. and Eph. v. 16. And a learned author 


ſhews, that it was a common phraſe with the antients to 
fay that an infant, or other perſon, was ſanctified or made 
holy, when they informed you he was baptized; which 
fenſe applied to the above quoted paſſage, very much 
illuſtrates what goes before it, that The unbelieving 
huſband is ſanctifed,“ or as in the Greet, and which com- 
 mentators agree it ſhould be tranſlated * An unbelieving 
huſband has been ſanctified by the wife,” that is, it has 
| often come to paſs that an unbelieving huſband has been 
brought to the faith, and fo to baptiſm by his wife; 
and an unbelieving wife has, in the ſame ſenſe, been 
fanctified by her tuſband,” az a proof he obſerves, * Elſe © 
would your children be unclean, but now they are holy;? _ 
that is, if it were not ſo, or if the wickedneſs or infidelity 
of the unbelieving party did uſually prevail, the children 
of ſuch would generally be kept unbaptized, and ſo be 
unelean: But now, by the grace of God, we ſee a con- 
trary effect, for they are generally baptized, and ſo 
decome ſanctified or holy. TIC f i 


But though no ſeripture could be produced that ex- 


preſsly mention baptiſm of infants, yet when we deſcend 
to the writers of the next ſucceeding ages, they are all 
dnanimous in the baptiſm of infants; and ſurely they 
muſt be allowed to becompetent witneſſes of what was done 
by the Apoſtles themſelves, for they could tell whether 
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INTRODUCTION. o' 
E themſelves, or their fathers were baptized in their infancy, 
or whether it was the Apoltles' dodtrine or advice to ſtay 


till they were grown up to years of maturity. Clemens 
of Rome, A. D. 65, Juſtin Martyr 130, Irenæus 167, Ter- 


tullian 192, Origen 230, and about the year 250 St Cyprian, 


with 66 more in council with him, declared all unanimouſly, 
that none were to be hindered from baptiſm and the 
grace of God. Which rule, ſaith St Cyprian, as it e 
for all, ſo we think it more eſpecially to be obſerved i 
reference to infants and perſons newly born; ſo the whale 
® council reſolved, that baptiſm is to be denied to none 
% that is born, and the iooner the better, The conſultation 


was, Whether they might regularly adminiſter baptiſm 


75 before the eighth day; the ſame evidence might be pro- 
2 duced from all the other fathers for the three firſt centuries, 


who all ſpeak of it as a dectrine ſettled and eſtabliſhed 
6. from the beginning of chriſtianity, without once queſ- 


4 Koning or oppoſing it, which certainly they would have 
7 e in ſome or other of their works, had they known it 
10 to have been an innovation, contrary to the doctrine and 


practice of the Apoſtles See i beatly on the common 


£5. N e Wall an Bapti/m. 
The uſe of godfathers and godmathers in the chriſtiag 
church was derived from the Jews, as well as the initiation 
of infants itſelf. And it is by ſome believed that the wit- 
neſſes mentioned by Iſaiah at the naming of his ſon, 
Ia. vin. 2. were of the ſame nature with theſe ſureties, 
2 TFbrough all the ſucceſſive ages of chriſtianity from the 


"3 beginning, we find ſureties continued without any ſcruple 
or interruption : for ſince the laws of all natiens (becauſe 


infants cannot ſpeak for themſelves) have allowed them 
= gnardians to contract for them in ſecular matters; which 
contracts, if they be fair and beneficial, tbe- infants mult 
make good when they come to age: it cannot therefore, 
one would think, be unreaſonable for the church to allow 
them ſpiritnal guardians to promiſe thoſe things in their 
name, without which they cannot obtain ſalvation: and 
this too, at the ſame time, gives ſecurity to the church, 
that the children fhall not apoſtatize ; from whence they 
den ine the name of ſureties : Nan monitors are pro- 


vided 
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_ vided for every chriſtian, to remind him of the vow whick 
he made in their preſence, from whence they are alſo 
called witneſſes; and better repreſent the new-birth by 
giving the infant new and ſpiritual relations; whence 
they are termed godfathers and godmothers. The pre- 
ſent number is the ſame as was required as far up as any | 


account can be found. In 1200 we find the ſame proviſion 


made as is now required by our preſent rubrick, of which 
number no parent is allowed; for parents are already en- 
gaged under ſuch ſtrict bonds, both by nature and religion, 
to take care of their children's education, that the church 
does not think ſhe can Jay them under greater ; but makes 


proviſion, that ſhould the parents neglect, or it it ſhould 


pleaſe God to take them to himſelf before their children 
de grown up, there yet may be others on whom it thall lie 
thrac the children do not want due inſtructions. And for 
a a further prevention of people's entering upon this charge 
before capable of underſtanding the truſt they take upon 
them, none are to be admitted before they receive the 


Holy Communion.” _ 


General Hints on Infant Baptiſm, &c. 


As Baptiſm is a covenant being to be made between 


Almighty God and the child to be baptized, it is rea- 


fonable, that before the ſureties engage in behalf of the 
infant, they ſhould have ſome comfortable affurances that 
God on his part will be pleaſed to conſent to and make 

good that agreement; for which purpoſe (Mark x. 13 


I4, 15, 16) a warr:nt from ſcripture is read, whereby it 
appears that God is willing to receive infants into his fa- 


vour, and hath by Jeſus Chriſt declared them capable of 
that grace and glory which on God's part are promiſed 


in this baptiſmaſ covenant; wherefore the church, in a 
brief exhortation, concludes, that the ſureties may chear- 
fully promiſe that which belongs to their part, fince God, 


- by his Son, hath given ſufficient ſecurity that His part ſnall 
be accompliſhed : but this being the overflowings of 


God's pure mercy and goodneſs, which we are put in mind 
of by this freſh occaſion, thereſore the thankſgiving tor 
our own call to the knowledge of and faith in God, and 
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wherein we alſo beg of God to give a new inſtance of 
bis goodneſs, by giving his Holy Spirit to the infant, &c. 
Then the ſureties promiſe for the child that he ſhall ob- 
ſerve the conditions that are required of him: in which 
there is only that neceſſary caution uſed which to every 

agreement is required ; and by which method all nations 
and orders of men act. So much for the reaſonableneſs 

of a vicariouns ipal. „ 

I will now conſider the form and nature as in the ad- 
miniſtration and catechiſm are ſet forth As for the form 


it ſeems to have been the ſame in the Apoſtle's time : for 


St Peter calls baptiſm the anſwer of a good conſcience,” 
which at baptiſm the repreſentatives of children anſwer 

for the children; conſequentiy in the firſt perſon (as the 
advocate for his client) becauſe the contract is properly 
made with the child. For the Miniſter aſketh, Doſt 
thou in the name of this child renounce,” &c. ſee ibe 
Office in the Prayer Book. St Paul teacheth they that are 


baptized muſt * walk in newneſs of life.” Hence the anſwer 


to the laſt queſtion includes that anſwer in the catechiſm, - 
Les verily and by God's help ſo I will,” &. Therefore 

every time the child is called to repeat that anſwer, he 
poſitively affirms the truth of his being bound to believe 
all that his ſureties promiſed in his name; and renews 
their promiſe in the name of God, when he faith by 
God's help, or, as God ſhall help him? conſequently, he 
is a living member of the church, therefore looks upon 
himſelf as in the number of the children of God; fo calls 
God Our heavenly Father.“ All which, in the infancy 

of the child, the ſureties, his ſpiritual parents, enacts for 
him, entering him a diſciple or ſcholar of 7e/us Chriſt, of 

whom every one profeſſeth to learn and to believe and live 
as he hath taught in his Holy Word: and as a continual re- 
membrancer, the ſureties give the child his chriſtian name, 
in order that every time that name is declared or heard, 


. 


it may naturally put him in mind of all the baptiſmal pro- 
3 miſes, and alſo that he is no Jew, Turk, or Heathen, but a 
2 Chriſtian ; conſequently ought as much to exceed all other 
X profeſſions in virtue and goodneſs as truth doth falſehood. 


For we name the name of Chriſt, by whom we are 
: | TOSS called 
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5 cilied out of darknefs into his marvellous lis nutz there - 
fore every one © ſhould depart from all iniquity,” and « ſhine 
-_- lights 1 in the word:“ For the child being added to the 
church is in the ready way to be ſaved, and may be properly 
ſaid to be in a ſtate of ſalvation, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Saviour,“ without whom no man ever was, or ever can be 
ſaved. Acts iv. 12, Yet without being in that ſalvable ſtate 
we cannot be ſaved: Hence the neceſſity to pray to God for 
his grace: (ſee Mark xiii. 13. Heb. iii. 4. Rev. iti. 26) 
For our ſufficiency is of God by his grace (Eph. ii. 7, 8) 
through Chriſt, xii 9. 2 Cor iv. Phil. How conformabie 
the preſent ſtipulation is to that of the primitive church 
will appear if compared: for all they who were brought to 
| be baptized were catechiſed, as is now the cuſtom. See 
Wheatley en the Common Prayer. | 
The laſt thing in the office of inflnt bapciim is the ex- 
bortation to the ſureties, who are not at liberty to take 
the truſt upon them in compliment only, and to quit it 
when they think proper: No! there is no renonnciag what 
the child is not then able to take upon himſeif, conſe- 
: quently they mult not acquit their truſt; nor are the pa- 
rents able to execute it for them. It i 18, from what has 
been ſaid before, only the ſureties duty, in which they 
_ eught diligently to labour, to fit their god-child for con- 
 firmation, and bring him to be confirmed; for till the 
chi'd by this meaas enters the bond in his own name, 
tze ſureties muſt anſwer for all miſcarriages through 
1 their negledt: but when the chi'd is confirmed, the 
ſureties are freed from that . and deer other 
5 duty. but thatof charity, : 
= Fhe Catechiſm was compoſed to prepare the ignorant 3 
for confirmation, which teacheth them what a ſo'emm 
_ vow, promiſe, and. profeſſion they have made, whick 
teaching or catechiſing 1 is founded upon the inſtitution of 
| God himſelf, Deut. vi. 7. xxxi. 11, 12. Prov. xxii. 6. 
Jo ͤxxi. 15, 16. Eph. vi. g. And alſo agreeable to the beſt 
examples; as Gen. xviii. 19. Luke i. 4. Acts xviii. 2g. 
Ro. xi. 18. Tim. iii. 15. As to the Jews, they were a- 
bove all things careful chat their children might be in- 
ee in * law, ; for which mErodion they had in 
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every village a perſon ſet apart (to this :nftruQor of babes 
alluded the Apoſtle, Rom. xi, 20) who taught the law 
until they were 10 years of age; from To to 15 years of 
age their children were taught the Talmud. At 13 years 
W of age the Jewiſh children were brought to the Houſe 
of God in order to be publicly examined, and they being 
approved, were then declared to be children of the Pre- 
cept ; that is, they were obliged to keep the law, and 
were from thenceforth anſwerable for their own fins. But 
at 12 years of age our Saviour offered himſelf (Luke ii. 
43, 46) to the Doctors in the Temple, who, according to 
Jewiſh phraleology, ran before the command, From this 
Jewiſh cuſtom ſome think the rite of confirmation to have 
deen deduced; but it is of more glorious example. Our 
blefled Lord, after his baptiſm by John in the river Jor- 
dan, when he was praying on the ſhore, the Holy Ghoſt 
- deſcended upon him, Mat. iti, 16. And John referred to 
a future baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt for their completion 
and perfection, John iii. 11. And this ſo neceiſary to 
confirm and eſtabliſh them in the goſpel diſpenſatioo, 
 rhat-our Saviour leaves a charge to his Apoltles, that 
they ſhould not depart from Jeruſalem till they had re- 
ceived the baptiſm of the Spirit, . Luke xxiv. 49. Ads i. 
4,5. ii. 1-5. The Apoſtles being endued with power 
from on high, confequently immediately knew to what uſe 
it was given, John xiv. 16. And to be ſure i taught them. 
that the gifts and graces they had received were equally 
neceſſary to all chriliians whatever, that they might alſo 
be endued with ſuch aid from the Holy Ghoſt, as might 
enable them to perſevere in their chriſſian profeſſion. St. 
Paul plainly intimates that the happy effects of it vere be- 
C mg eſtabliſhed in Chriſt, being anointed and ſealed, 2 Cor. 
i. 21, 22. Eph. i. 13 iv. 30. The ſame Apo dle, Heb. vi. 
3. mentions the doctrine of * laying on of bands' as well 
as the docrine of baptiſm, 1 the fundamentals & 
on Fenn. 
I be act of laying on of hands i is one of the ah ancient | 
= ceremonies in the world, which act was to determine che 
W bleſſing progounced to thoſe particular perſons on whom 
the hands were laid, ſo act and bleſs by divine nn 
I B 
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Gen. xIviii..14. And Moſes as a ſupretie Miniſter over lus 
people, Num. xxvii. 18. And our Saviour to bleſs and 
heat, Mat. xis. 13. Mark x. 16. Luke iv. 40. But at his 


aſcenſion he acted by a power net and inherent, 


| * xX. 27. 


The diſpenſing of confirmation was limited to the higheſt 
order of the church, Acts viii. 14, &c. xix. 5, 6. which rite 


was conflantly and regularly obſerved by the Apoltles ; 
and fo ordinary, that St Paul calls it the laying on of 
hands, Heb. vi. 2. when at the ſame time they ſue to 
Heaven to adminiſter the ſpiritual unction, 2 Cor. i. 21, 32. 


Ap ii. 20. 27. When we are baptiſed, we are only 


Hit ed under the banner of Chriſt, marked for his ſoldiers, 
and ſworn to be faithful; which conveys the Holy Gholt 
only as the ſpirit or principle of life: it is by confirma- 
tion He becomes to us the ſpirit of ſtrength, whereby we 
are furniſhed with arms to withſtand the enemy: it is then 
alſo that we are ſealed with the Lord's fignature, marked 
as it were for God's ſheep, and ſo ſecured from bein 
ſtolen by robbers. This was the language of the priml- | 
ive fathers, which they ſupport by the example both of 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles. Gur Lord himſelf, they 
obſerve, did not enter into the wilderneſs, the place of 
_ temptation, before he was prepared for it by the deſcent i 


of the Holy Ghoſt: and the ApoRles, though endued with 


baptiſmal grace, and though cheared and encouraged 


with their Maſter's preſence, were timorous and fearful, 


not daring to ſtand the leaſt ſhock or trial, till ſtrengthened 
and confirmed by, the Holy Ghoſt. But from that inſtant 
we find they were fearleſs and undaunted, not moved or 
| ſhaken from their faith by any apprehenſions either of 

priſon or of death. Prom this inſtance of the Apoſtles we 

may alſo infer, that the want of the rite, of which we are 
now diſcourfing, is by no means ſupplied, as ſome have 
_ imagined, by the "miniſtry of the Holy Euchariſt : this 
had been given to the Apoſtles by our Lord himſelf, and 


yet we ſee their confirmation was not afterwards the leſs 


neceſſary. It is true, by the miniſtry of the Holy Eucha- 
riſt, the ſpirit of the ghoſtly. ſtrength is conveyed; and 


the refore | in | Limes of prigaizive Carotid, this bleſſed Sacra- 
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ment was daily adminiſtered, that thofe who would be ſafe 
againſt their ſpiritual enemy, might from hence be armed 
with freſh ſupplies of the divine aſſiſtance. But ſtill we muſt 
remember that the principal deſign of the Holy Euchariſt 


is to renew the work of preceding rites, to repair the 


breaches that the enemy has made, and to ſupply freh 


forces where the old ones fail: for this reaſon the Sacra- 
ment of the Euchariſt is to be often repeated, whereas 
== baptifm and confirmation is but once adminiſtered ; which 
WE ſhews nevertheleſs that confirmation, in the regular and” 
4s ordinary adminiſtration of it, is as much required to go 
before the Euchariſt, as baptiſin is to precede either that 
5 or confirmation; upon which account our church admit- 


teth none to the Communion before confirmation, unleſs ne- 


4 | ceflity require it. And indeed it may as well be imagined; 
that becauſe the Euchariſt conveys remithon of fins, it may 


therefore ſupply the want of baptiſm; as that becauſe it 
conveys phottly ſtreng th, therefore there is no nred of con- 


fir mation after it: or again, the Euchariſt itſe:f may as 


well be omitted, becauſe prayer has the promiſe of what- 
ever is aſked; as that confirmation be rendered uſeleſs or 
unneceflary, becauſe the Euchariſt will fupply us witty 


grace. The fpicit of God comes which way He pleaſeth 


— 


but yet, if we expeck his grace or Þ'efling, we muſt aſk for 


and feck it by thofe ways which he himſelf has thought 


fit to appoint. Although the miraculous powers which 


+1 at firſt frequently attended this rite is neceſſarily ceaſed 2 


= racles, 


but fil} the ordinary gifts and graces, and which are the 
more valuable benefits are the fruits and effects hereof. 
+ Fo caſt out the Devil of luſts, to throw down Luciter's: 
pride, to beat Satan under our feet, or to triumph over our 
| fpiritual enemies; to cure a diſeaſed ſoul, or to keep not 
harmed from the aſſaults of a temptation, or the infectiow 
= of an ill example, is much more advantageous and bene 
ficial to us, than the power of working, the greateſt mi- 
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'The Euchariſt, or Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, St 
"Pat ſaith, was ordained that we might ſhew the Lord's 


death till he come, in which great point our Lord ſum- 


med up all the divine inſtructions; and inſtead of the fa» 
erifices and ceremonies, which all pointed to him, inſti- 
tuted a viſible ſign and token, of flis Body broken, and 
His Blood ſhed for us, to fix our eyes and hearts upon the 
precious means of our redemption, and give us a ſtanding 


ance of our reconciliation with Gad by the blood of 


his croſs; ſo we ſhould ever remember, and be well aware 


of it, as the chief end of his coming, the ground of 
our hope and religion, as chriſtians: for as the body is 


fitted to receive its proper nouriſhment, and muſt die for 


want of it, ſo by the fall we have loſt the i image, or life of 


God in our ſou's, and which mult be refiored. to us in. 


Chriſt; and when reſtored, it muſt be maintained and 
kept up by contigual ſupplies. from him, and by a due 
Preparation of our hearts and ſouls to receive him: con- 
ſequent y the neceſſity of our examining ourſeives nn 


cerning our willingueis to partake of the Holy Euchariſt; 

which diſpoſition therein we ought ts conſider as a teſt of 
our chriſtianity ; whereby we may judge of our re igious 
eſtate. The chieſ points of chriſtian know edge are con- 
tained in it; our privileges, our duties, our comforts, 
are therein ſingified and conveyed to us. The five heads 


of our Catechiſm are ſummed up and repreſented in Its. 


_ enforced, or exerciſed by it. Hence it is very evident 
that theſe Sacraments appear to be generally neceſſiry to 


ſalvation: the fitneſs or. propriety of them is beſt known. 
to God and to his wiſdom we mult ſubmit, If they are 


fet. for the trial, ſupport, and exerciſe of our faith, as 


Randing memoria:s of his mercy, and a pub ic declaration 


of our want of it, and truſt in it, we are not at liberty to 
think the uſe of them indifferent; for they are neceſſary 


in virtue of the inſtitution : and it will be in vain to ſay. 


that they are in their own nature incapable of producing 
the effects which are aſcribed to them. What can ſprink- 
ling with hyſſop ſignify to my caſe? might a Jewiſh leper 
e ſaid. Neverthowals the. Plalmilt looked through the 


_ cere» i 


Thus Naaman ſaid, What virtue in the water of Jordan 


more than any other ;* and yet on trial, he was cured of 
his leproſy, 2 Kin. v. So ſome may ſay, how can water, 
by waſhing or ſprinkling, cleanſe from the defilement of 
fia? how can bread and wine be converted into the nou- 
| rifhnent of our ſouls? Anfwer, by the ſole will and 
power of God, taking effect through the ſign; not for any. 


virtue of its own, but through one as well as another of 


"ei 


of the neceſlity of our thus being cleanſed and nouriſhed ; 


of our utter helpleſsneſs and abſolute dependence on his 
# Almighty Grace; as an act of ſtipulation on his part to 
apply it, and on ours to receive it; therefore they are ge- 
nerally neceſſary where they can be had. Thoſe ſcruplingg 


to do this, otherwiſe intentionally turning to God accord- 


5 ing to Chriſt * we ought not judge? to our own maſter 


we all ſtand or fall:“ nevertheleſs they, if any ſuch there 
be, muſt curb their ſpiritual growth, if the following in- 
terrogatories are thought reaſonable: Doth not the keeping 
up the memory of the tranſaction (if it doth ne more) per- 
petuate and cheriſh-a grateful ſenſe of the ſame, and keep 
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we not to celebrate as-often as poſlible ; and by ſo doing, 


by God's grace to live and die as become Chriſtians ? 
Is not the celebration the moſt ſignificant and ſolemn de- 
claration? And laſtly, is it not according to the New 
"I 
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; brated conſtantly. St Paul fiith, « I have received of 
the Lord,” &. 1 Cor. xi, &c. In all religious duties we 
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ceremony with an eye of faith, ſaw ſpiritoal comfort is it, 
and embraced it as a token of bis cleanſing from the in- 
ward leprofy of fin (compare Lev. xiv. 4, 7. and Pa. li. 7.) 


God's appointment: and He can inſtitute ſenſible tokens 


up and maintain a veneration and love of Chriſt ? Doth it 
not enflame our gratitude to ſo great a benefactor, and 
* conſequently our zeal to fulfill all His commands? Doth- 
3 not the joint action of ſeveral ſlrengthen and tend to unite. 
us in the common cauſe and to one another? If ſo, ought 


do we not each renew our baptiſmal vow, and thereby 
declare each himſelf a Chriſtian ; fo ſhew that we reſolve 


0 for therein it is clear that the Apoſties cele- 
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_ ought to have ſincerity and reverence in our hearts, and 


no more is required in our attendance on the Lord's Sup- 


per; indeed no more can be expected: for God remem- 
| bereth that we are but duſt; and as a father pitieth his 
children, even ſo doth God all them that fear him: there- 


fore, if we profeſs the goſpel of Chriſt, we are certainly 
obliged to obey the precepts thereof. No man can pro- 
feſs to be the follower of Chriſt, unleſs he practiſe thoſe 


_ virtues which he both teacheth and practiſed. Read Gals 


v. 16. 10 the end. 


NATECHIST. What is your reguefſl? _ 3 
Catechu men. That you. would be pleaſed to ift 
examine, or catechiſæ me in the principles or catechiſm of 

the chriſtian religion. 

Catechiſt. What do you under/iand by the or d Catechiſm. 
Catechumen. A ſhort ſyſtem of an inſtruction firſt taught 
and inſtilled, which is required to be learned by every Ca- 
techumen, in order to his or her being confirmed by the 
Biſhop, which the Catechumen repeateth again upon the 
Catechiſt's examination; and alſo prepareth both for the 
more profitable reading and hearing of God's Word. 5 
Catechiſt. Ii an early catechiſing or infiration the maſt 
likely means to preſerve youth, 
Catechumen. Yes; 19 the Wiſe Man teschek ! foe: 16 
faith, . Train up a child in the way be ſhould go, and 

| when he is old he wilt not depart from it.“ Prov. xxil. 6. 
Catechiſt. Into how many parts is the Catechiſm divided. 

4x | Catechumen, Five; 1ſt, The Chriſtian Covenant or pro- 

5 miſes of God, and upon what condition. 2d. The Apoltles? 

= Creed. 3d, The Ten Commandments, th, Our Lord's 

: 1 8 And BY The Chriſtian e | 


Gs PA RT F 1 * 3 05 
SECTION t. Of the Benefits. of Baptiſm, or the Mer- 
| cis Morded on Ged"s Part. ooo 


wy aten e every Anſwer: may be aſked what teariptnre e you, 
Let the Child tranſcribe the proofs from the Scripture, or he will 
And them collected i in n Intre duction to W e. © 
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- Queſtion... V. hat is your chriſian name : ? 
en M. or N. 


rn. ; 


CHURCH CATECHISM. Part 2 


Q. Who gave you this name, and when was it given ? 

A.“ My godfathers and godmothers in my baptiſm, a 
wherein I was made a member of Chriſt, the child of 
God, b and (by obeying the goſpel made capable 7 being) 
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an inkeritor _ the Kingdom of heaven. 5 
2 Eph. fi. 3. Jo. i. 12, 13. ii. 5, 6. Eph. i. 22, 23. 
v. 23. 5 Ro. vil. 16. Gal. iii. 26, wrt Lo. xii. 32k 
| Ro. viii. 16, 17. 1 Jo. ii. 2 | 
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| : 
| „ ſureties:. at my bett when I was tin n my infancy, bes 
| ing of chriſtian parents. See Akts ii. 39. x Cor. vii. 14.) admitted 
into the ſociety of chriſtians, and intitſed to everlaſting happineſs 
14 after death, upop my fulfilling the chriſtian e — 1s s m | 
0 wentes gain. 7 Tim. vi. 6. | 

| 


SECT. I. Oo 1 * of - Bepeifm, or the Conditions : 


Js | Ee . required an aur Part. 


5 . IWhat did your godfather: and ker, then at 
, ' your baptiſm promiſe for you ? 

A. They did promiſe and vow three things in my 
name. Fir, Fhat I ſhould renounce the devil and all 
his works, J the pomps and vanity of this wicked world, e 
and all the ſinful luſts of the fleſh. #7 Secondly, That * 

ſhould beheve all the articles of the Chriſtian Faith. g 
And tbirdiy, That I fhould keep God's holy will wal, 
commandments, and with | in ihe lame all the days of 
my life. þ 
<8 1 Jo. i iii. 8. v. 18; 2 Tim. ii. 19. 1 1 Jo. i ii. 16. 
| Phil. ik 3. 5 Jo. ii. 55. Lu. xi. 15. Ro. ni. 2. 1 Cor. 
v. 11. Eph. v. 11. / Gal. v. 24. Ro viii. 13. 1 Pe. ii. 
11. CJ. ti. 36. wil. 3. Mar. vi. 76. # Mat. 211i. 
20. Eph. ii. - LM > 74. 7. 'o% 
- D/ thou not think that thou art e ts tia: 2 
a, & as they (thy: W and 33 Dave £194 
miſed for | hy 5 —_— 
A. Yes verily; and by God's help ff wilt And 1 =_ 
| heartily thank our heavenly Father, that he hath called i : 
| me to this ſtate of fatration, 7 through Jebus 845 our 
aviour. 


paar Hl. CHURCH CATECHISM. 2t 


Saviour. And I pray I unto God to give me his grace, 
that I may continue in the fame ( ue þ . 7 unto. 


my life's en. 0 

1 Ro. i. 16. 2 Tim. iii. 15. , Jo. 1 Cor. i it, 5. 
Phil. i. 6. k Tit. ii. 4.5. 2 Tim. i i. . — ii. 8. Tu. 
xi. 13 · Heb. v.16 - | 


— 


PART IL. The Chriſtian Faith, 
© RCT ML Of the Creed. 
The ſecond thing promiſed at your Baptiſm as moſt 


. neceſſary to be believed, was the twelve Articles of the 


Chriſtian Faith, revealed by Chriſt in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, Which the Apoſtles Creed doth briefly ſet forth; 


therefore it is requiſite you ſhould have the ſame in me- : 


mory, and alſo the proofs from Scripture. 


Q. Firſt, 1. hat are you —_—_ to believe concerning God 


the Father? ? 


1. I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of | 


heaven and earth. 


Jo. iv. 24. 1 Tim. vi. 16. 1 Kin. viii. 27: Jer. xxiii. 


24. Pſa. xc. 2. 1 Tim. vi. 16. Rev. iv. 8, Job xxxvii. 


23. Xvi. 26, Pſa. cl. 3. 1 Cor. viii, 4 Eph iv. 6. 


Pſa. Ixii, 11. ciit. 19 Gen. i i. 1. Ads | iv. 23s Heb. xi. 3, 
debe. i ws: 6. 5 5 1 | N . 
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1. 1 1 affent to this as infallibly true, being delivered by the = 
Apolttes and Prophets, who were moved and acted by the inſpi- 
ration of God. God is a Bring of infinite perfection, an eternab _ 


Spirit, eſſentially neceſſary and actual of himſelf, and caulitive of 


= All other beings, on whom all depend, and by whom they are 
= goverued; and the eternal Father of Chriſt, for whoſe ſake He 
= is aiſo our heavenly Father, maker of the world and all things in 
by his word in bx days, for his own glory, «hich he ſtill pre- 
ſerveth by the ſame word of his power, Hence appears the in- 


45 gratitude in diſobedience to wiſdom, for all that man freely and 
without merit has received: yet the ſame great benefactor con- 


ſoleth us, in that he will not deſpiſe the work. of his on hands: 
(or word) thoſe who, in obedience through hope and faith, trult 


in kim, Who both. can and will, on — condn! 1006, he lg us. 
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SE CT. 4- of God the Son; particularly Bir Names, 


Mees, and Relations, 
II. Andi in Jeſus Chriſt, his only Son our Lord. 
1 Tim. ii. 5. 1 Cor. viii. 6 E pb. i. 5. Mat. i 21, xxviii. 
18. * i. 18. 1 Jo. iv, 9. 5 


SECT. s. of Chrifs Humibitiin: | | 
III. Who was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, born of 


x the Virgin Mary. 


IV. Suffered under 8 Pilate, Was crucified; 


dead and buried, He deſcended into Hell (er bis ful 


was ſeparated from hrs body). 
Jo. i. 14. Gal. iv. 4. Heb. | ii. 16, Mar; l. 26. "Lu. 1. 


22, 23. Heb. ji. 9, 17. Gal. iii. 13. No. v. 10. Heb. i is. Do 
26. 1 Jo. ii. 2. 18 xvi. 10. 


SECT. 


17 believe in 1 (the tiled; Chriſt the ed, with the- 


- Holy Ghoſt, and with puwer, tv be a Prophet, a Prieſt, and A 
King, m order to his/pertedting our ſalvation: the Sovereign Lord 
of Lords, Jehovah, to whom belongeth abſolute dominion over 
all, and obe dience from all; in whom are two natures; „, that 
of God; ſecon ih, that of man. Ia reſpect of the Divine, he is 
called the only begotten Son of God, of the ſame Divine Rſſence 
with the Father. In reſpedt ot his human, he is calted the Son of N 
Man, Gad manifeſt in the fem. 


111. We confeſs Chriſt without fin : : for he deing conceived only 


by the operation of the Holy Ghoſt, was moſt holy in his human 
foul and body : and it was neceſſary he ſhould de of the jincage 
cf David, that he might fully appear to be the promiſed Meſſiah, 
the leed of the woman capable to redcem ue, by paying our debt | 
in the ſame human nature in which it was contracted. | | 


Miriam in Hebrew, is the ſame as Mary in Greek, | 
wv. Under the Roman Governor in Judea, in his human na- 


ture, both in ſoul aud body: his divine 2cul6 not, as examplified 
| by the ſacra ment teaching us, that as the bread and wine is not ; 
converted into the ſubſtance of the body and blood of Chriſt, 1a 


neither is Chriſt's bumin nature into his divine: ſo St Peter, 


. Chriſt ſuffered for us in the fleſh; was put to death in the fleſh, 


but quickened in the ſpirit.” In this article are the three degrees 


n = af Chriſt's humiliation; that is, his birth, death, and burial, Next 


follows the degrees of his exaltation, namely, his ee 
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 HECT. 6. Of Chrifts Exaltation. 
V. The third day he roſe again from the dead. 
5 „ N. 2$.- , 36: 
VI. He aſcended into heaven, and ſitteth at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty.  _ I 
Acts i. 9. Eph. iv. 8. 1 Pe. iii. 22. Eph. i 20, 21. 


Heb x. 12. ix 24. Ro viii. 34. 1 Jo. ii 1. 1 Theſ. iv. 16. 
VII. From theace he ſhall come to judge the quick 


and the dead. © 


1. 9, TOs 145 x. 42. 2 Cor. v. 10. Eccle, xii. 14. 


_ SECT, 


— 


— 


„ A N e 


Vi. As Iſaack was in figure raiſed from the dead, (Heb. 0 
ſo Chriſt did really riſe again: the ſame body and ſoul which were 
by death ſeparated, were in his reſurrection reunited (Ro. iv. 25.) 


and raiſed again for our juſtification on the third day, which was 
the firſt day of the week, and in memory of his reſurrection is 


ever ſince called the Lord's Day: after which he continued forty 
= ÞAdays upon earth, VI. and then aſcended locally and viſibly, in the 
whole nature of man united to the divine, into the heaven of 


heavens, where the glorified faints and angels live and enjoy God; 
where, as a King and Judge, he took up his abode in a ſtate of 


majeſty and power above all creatures in heaven and in earth, 
_ Heb. i. 3, 2. 1 Peter, iii. a2. Phil. ſi. 9 10, 11. Eph. i. 20, 21, 22. 
Mitt. xxviii. 18. Jo. v. 22, 23. 1 Tim. vi. 15. alſo over the church, 


according to his promiſe, that the gates of hell fhall not prevail 


againſt it; that as the Father ordereth all things for the good of 


the world in general, ſo Chriſt the Son doth for his church in 


particular, that all things may work together for the good of : 


that, and every found member in it, Ro. viii. 28. Chriſt Jeſus rs a 


prieſt for ever, whoſe prieſthood is unchangeable, ever living to © 
make interceſſion for them who come unto God by him; for 
although we often read he died for all; it is no where written 


he intercedeth tor any but ſuch as believe in him; therefore none 


him. See Dr Beveridge's Catechiſm. 


VII. Chriſt at the end of the world 2s man, yet being God too, : 
hall come the ſecond time from heaven, with great glory, ta 
judge the world, reviewing and examining all men's lives, add 


call them to account for ail things done in the body, whether ſe- 


eret or open, good or evil; and that by the books of God's omni- 
fcience, of life, of man's conſeience, and that of the holy ſcrip- 


wares 5 aſter which he will pronounce Judgment on all, juſtify ing 


7 


are ſaved that will not believe in him, nor come unto God by 


„7557 A 


SECT. 7. Of God the Holy Ghoſt, and the remaining ; 


5 Ro. vi. 23. Matt. xxv. 40. Acts xxvi. 18. Lu. xxiv. 47— | 


Mat. viii. 29. 


ceeding from the Father and the Son, Jo. xvi. 14, aud called the 
Spirit of Chriſt, and of the Son, as well as the Spirit of God, fur- 
niſhing our hearts with ſpiritual and faving graces by his work of 
ſanctification, x Cor. ii. 16. and vi. 19. which maketh it plain 
that the Holy Ghoſt is God; for it is God's inhabiting only that 


1 of God, the works of the devil; by which jeſus Chriſt is made an 


5 ſay any thing againſt God's Holy Spirit. 


mip, or communion, bath with the Father, and with his Son 


having all. 8 by one Spirit to the Father. 


munion of Saints. 


the rishteous, and condemn! ing the wicked, unto which the fints 

ſhall give their approbativn. Then ſhall the apoſtate angels too, 
be judged, for they allo are reſerved unto the judgment of the 

great day, which they know, as appears from their laying to 


_ ſaying, that the (in againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall not be torgiven. 
What this fin is we learn from the occaſion, ſee Mitt. xii. 22—31. 
Mik iii. 22--30. From hence it appears that this ſin is a blaſ- 


Catholic Church, ſo this is the ſecond, which is preached to all 
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Articles of the Creed. 
VIII. [ believe 1 in the Holy Ghoſt. I 


1 Doi vic i1 


IX. I believe in che * Catholic Church 5 the com- : 


Acts xi. 42. 1 Cor. xii. 26. Eph. lit. 6. 
X. I believe in the forgiveneſs of hav: 


_ Eph. iv. 32. 2 Cor. v. 19. . i. Th As iv; 11 


VCC 


Jeſus Chriſt, “ Art thou come to torment us before the W N 


VIII. 1 believe in the Third Perſon of the Divine Eſſence, pro- 
maketh a place to be a temple of God; as alio from our Sxviour's 
phemy when a man calleth the works of Chriſt, done by the Spirit 


impoſtor. To avoid this in, it behoveth us of this age not to 


IX. The corporation, or general family of all true believers of 


the church militant, or on earth, The communion, or ſociety 
of holy perſons acceptable to God by faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
| having the ſpirit of God to direct and afſiſt them, and his Holy | 


Angels to keep them in all their ways: having a peculiar fellow- 
Jeſus Chriſt; although they be many, are one body in Chriſt, 
X. As the communion of Saints is the firſt privilege of the 


men, in the name of Chriſt, and ſe aled i in n, but not four 
Wienke to the Fall. * Angels, 


- 
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XI. 1 believe in the reſurrection of the dead. 

Jo. v. 28, 29. 2 Cor, iv 14.. Phil iii. 21. 1 Cor. xv. 33. 
XII. And 1 believe in the life everlaſting. Amen. 
Matt. xxv. 46. Jo. vi. 47. Matt. xxii. 30. 1 Pe v. 4. 


Wh 


1 Cor. vi. 9. Matt, xxv. 46. Mar. ix. 44. Matt. xxv. 41. 55 


5 „ oO 


2 Theſ. i. 78 8, 9. 


SCRA Un A 1 * 


Sin is the tranſgreſſion of the law of God, which whether in 
thought, word, or deed, is ſin, and chreatened with death by God 
Himſelf, Ro. vi. 23. Gen. ii. 17. Gal. iii. 10. and only can be 


forgiven by Him, againſt whom committed, called adual Sin. 
Original Sin is the ſinfulneſs of man's nature. 


I believe that in the Holy Catholic Church, all that are of tke 


communion of Saints in Chriſt, they have redemption through 
His blood, even the forgiveneſs of fins. As all have finned, to 


are liable to the wrath of God; but upon their repentance and 
faith in Chriſt are diſcharged, or bought off by the blood of 
Chriſt, which was ſhed for many; for as many as obediently : 
believe in Him, have the remiſſion of their fins, and are juſtiſied. 


Chriſt having been made a ſiu- oſſering for them to that end, that 
they might be made the righteouſfnels of God in him; and Phil, 


iii. 9. ſo having ſuch perfect righteouſneſs, as that is in Chriſt, 


they are juſtified, or accounted righteous before God, whereby 
| the breach is repaired, Ro. v. 19. ſo have peace with God, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. v. 1. 


Xl. This is the third privilege, and founded upon the power 1 
and good pleaſure of God, whole own word we have not ouly in 


the new teſtament, bur likewiſe in the old, which al! the Jews 


believed, except the sadducees; whoſe weakneſs is ſhewn in their 
queſtion to our Lord, wha anſwered, “ But as touching the 


reſurreQion af the dead, bave ye not read that which was ſpoken 


unto you by God, ſaying, am the God of Abraham,” &c. Matt. 


Axii. 31. 32. Ma. xii. 26. 27. for all live unto 3 the 


patriarcks were dead, yet God ſaid to Moſes Exo. iii. b. 15. that 
he was their God, which could not be, if they mould ee 5 
continue in a ſtate of death; for he is not the God of the dead 


but of the living, which is very fully ſet forth, 1 Cor xv. 20. &c, 


Rev. xx. 12. &c. in ſo much that I believe that all mankind that 
ever did, or ſhall die, ſha!l be raiſed to life at the laſt day, ſee 


Acts XXiv. „ 


XII. This enjoins the fourth orivilege,| which is the fruition f 
all true happineſs in ſoul and body; when every faculty ſhall be 
PANE * and GanRified ; od tac wer ſpiritualized. 


ug 
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. 2 bat 4 oft thou chiefly hearn in theſe article of thy 
5 #elie 
* Firſt, I learn to believe in God the Father, who 
hath made me, and all the world. Secondly, in-God the 
Son, who hath redeemed me and all mankind. T. hirdly, 
in God the Holy Ghoſt, who ſanctifieth me and all 
the elect people of God. Or, afſifieth all devout chriſ- 
dans in their duty. Fourthly, I learn that there is a 
church or ſociety of chriſtians ſpread over the earth, 
whoſe profeſſion is holineſs; who partake in common of 
the privileges of the Goſpel; and upon repentance and 
faith, are entitled to the forgiveneſs of fins, and a 
glorious reſurrection unto eternal happineſs. 925 | 
M.,att. xxviii, 19. 1 John v. 7. 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 
Firſt, I obſerve you make a diſtinction of perſons. 
Sees a ſameneſ of nature. Tin, 4 my ity ef 
offices or operations? 
Ai. Yes; Firſt, Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, are three 
perſons. Secondly, and one God only. 7. Zirdly, the 


Father createth, the Son redeemeth, and the Holy 
15 Shoſk fanRiifieth. 


TY I. The Ch itian Oben 
S EC PD . VIII. Of: the Ten — o Moral : 


Law. 


7 A belief of the doarine of chriſtianity 4 is 2 gracious 
work of the Holy Spirit, whereby the heart of man is en- 
abled to aſſent unto and rely upon the word of God's 
truth, and in general the whole holy ſcripture, which is 
| che prinaips]- foundation on L wich the human underſtand- 


. * 


| „% 
* e glorified: oppoſed to which is everlaſting death, 


* . Which conſiſteth in the loſs of God's preſence, and all other 


| Komforts, and in enduring the Ring of B ROY ben 
terineuts for ever. 5 


mg can build its faith, and which, as our ;ndiſpenſable 


duty, we are obediently to obſerve, and particularly the 


moral law as the revealed will of God. The firſt three com- 
mandments of the firſt table or our duty to God, we have 
engraven on our minds, conſequently are ſenſible and con- 


ſeious of our duty and obligation to obſerve them: but the 
fourth is a poſitive precept by the word of God, ho- 


chargeth us to remember the ſabbath-day and hallow it, 
becauſe God made all things in fix days, then ceaſed to- 
make any thing, therefore he bleſſed and ſanctified the 
ſabbaih-day, to ſhew that he would always have a ſab- 


bath or day of reſt once in ſeven days. On the children 


of Iſrael's departure out of Egypt, which was probablß 
on the ſabbath - day, Deut. v. 15. the day of their redemp- 


tion out of flavery, and a type of our redemption by 
Cnaisr, conſequently plainly fignifying that when our. 
redemption ſhould be accompliſhed by him, the ſab bath 
ſhould be kept on the day which our Redeemer roſe again, 


and fo relled from the death which he ſuffered for our re- 
demption, which was the firſt day cf the Jewiſh week. 
nevertheleſs, for ought we know, really the ſeventh day 
from the creation; 70 that God reſted from his works both 


ef creation and redemption the ſame day; both which we 


then commemorate, which after the reſurrection God par- 


ticulariy ditinguiſhed, ſee Jo. xx. 19.—25. Ads ii, 1. xx. 


7. 1 Cor. xvi 2. Rev. i. 10. Therefore an indiſpenſable 


duty on us to be kept as our church ordereth, Can. xiſi. 


The other fix commandments, called the ſecond table, 
teacheth our duty to mankind in general, which every 
_ obedient perſon obſerveth, making and delighting in them 


as the chief food of his mind; for he knoweth that his 


Saviour came not to deſtroy the law, but to fulfil it; not 
as A Covenant, but as a rule of duty and obedience ; 

wherein we mult underſtand that in every commandment 
the general thing expreſs'd comprehends under it all 
ſuch particulars as either directly depend upon it, or may 


fairly and reaſonably be reduced to it. The ſeventh forbids 
oniy the fin of adultery, yet we underſtand it to extend to 
all manner of fornication, uncleanneſs, laſciviouſneſs; 
nat only to all unchaſte actions, but to all wanton words, 
thoughts, 1 _. V 
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That where any duty is required, or any ſin forbidden, 
we are to account ourſelves obliged thereby to uſe all ſuch 
means as may enable us to fulfill the one; and to avoid the 

other; and that whereſoever we are forbidden to do any 
thing ourſelves as ſinful, there we are to take care that we 
| be not partakers of other men's guilt, who do commit 
what was forbidden, by adviſing, aſſiſting, encouraging, 
or otherwiſe aiding and abetting them im it. The 
1oth we mult look upon not ſo much a lingle command 
ment, but as a general caution given to us, with relation 
to the ſeveral duties of the ſecond table, which ought to 
govern and influence us accordingly, But if we conſider” 
the demands of the law, whictis perfect obedience, being 
a ſtranger to forgiveneſs of the leaſt failure, none can fulfill 
them but by one ſpiritual grace which is love. He to 
whom Chriſt is become the end of the law for righteouſ- 
_nefs, by obeying it in his room, is zealous to keep it, for 
the propenſity of the new nature is to obedience. The 
enforcing of duty ſome call moral preaching, but St Paul 
called it preaching the faith to Felix, when he inſiſted on 
; ripliteoatnels, temperance, and judgment to come. Chrif- 
tianity is a practical ſcience, teaching all that believe in 
Chriſt to be careful to maintain good works. Thoſe that 
would ſeparate faith and obedience, they break down the 
| fences of virtue, looſe the bandages that hold ſociety to- 
gether : Speak evil of no man ” which, if daily attended 
unto, would prevent much miſchief, We are never to 
ſpeak evil of any one untill we have firlt ſpoken to him: 
the latter may do him good, but the former will do him 
harm: perhaps he may convince us of the falſehood = 
the report, or of his ſorrow for what hath happened; 
both which caſes the backbiting tongue ſhould co, 


| Otherwiſe it will meet with an angry countenance both 5 
x ſrom God and good men. 


. T he third thing that « Twas ntl} in your name at 


Jour. baptiſn, awas to keep God's Aer na Thorefere 
tell me how many ther e be! 4 


55 Ten. 


Q. Heu 


. How do you know them to be God's commandments 2 


# = Becauſe they are the ſame which God ſpake in 8 
the xxth chapter of Exodus, ſaying, I am the Lord thy 


God, who brought thee out of the land-of Egypt, which 
Was the houſe of bondage; which law our Saviour and 
his Apoſtles confirmed and explained. 
See Matt. v. vi. vii. zix. 17. xi. 37. TON vii. 12. 
. Repeat the Commandments ?*%%Þ>o>o 
1. Thou ſhalt have none other God but me. 
Matt. iv. 10. 


II. Thou ſhalt not make to thyſelf any graven image, 


nor the likeneſs of any thing that is in heaven above, 


or in the earth beneath, or in the water under the earth. 
Thou ſhalt not bow. down to them, nor worſhip them. 


For I the Lord thy God, am a jealous God, and viſit the 


fins of the fathers upon the children, unto the third 
and fourth generation of them that hate me, and ſhew _ 
mercy unto thouſands in them that love me ond — : 


my commandments: 
3 Cor. x x. 14. 2 Cor. vi. . 1 Jo. v. 21. 


8 55 Thou 


Q What deth G. require as thy duty towards A in 
this commandment? 


KRepeat this queſtion after every mma diet — The like num- 
ber in the duty towards God and your Neighbour is the aaſwer or 
illuſtration of the commandment. 


A. I. To believe in God, a to Bear him, 5 1 to Jaw 5 
kim c with all my heart, with all my mind, with all my : 


foul, and: with all my ſtrength :_ 


a Heb. xi. 6. Ro. iv. 20, b Lu. zii. 5. * Pe. i ii. 17. 5 


« Mar, xii. 30. Eph. vi. 24. 

II. To worſhip him, d to give him thanks, e to put 
* whole truſt in him, g to call upon him, 1 

4 Jo. iv. 23. Mat. iv. 10. Lu. ii. 31. Acts xx. 36. 


e Epb. v. 20. Heb. aiii. 15. fg. 1 Tim, iv. 40. v. 7. 


1 Mat. vii. 7 * vi. 18. Col. iv. 2. 
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III. Thou malt not take the name of the Lord th 
God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him Suitrlets 
that taketh his name in vain.— Mat. v. 34. Ja. v. 12 
IV. Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath 
day ; n fix days ſhalt thou labour and do all that thou 
| haſt to do, but the ſeventh day is the ſabbath of the 
Lord thy God, p In it thou ſhalt, do no manner of 
work, thou, and thy ſon, and thy daughter, thy man 
ſervant, and thy maid ſervant, thy cattle, and the ſtran- 
ger that is within thy gates. For in fix days the Lord 
made heaven and earth, the ſea, and all that in them 
is, and reſted the ſeventh day; wherefore the Lord 
bleſſed the ſeventh day, and hallowed it. 
„ Iſa. iv. / Ecclus, xxxiii. 8, Mar. ii. 23, &c. -Dew. 
xxili. 245 23. Lu. vic 9. Jo. XX. 19. Acts xx. 7. | 


III. To honour wot bac, by falſe and needle; caths 
or carſes, his holy name & and his word, / 

> Pl, ei. . t ei. . Cor, 1 31. 1 Col; 
*jil. 16. Ja, i. 215-22. Lev. x. 3. 

IV. And to ſerve him truly all the days of my Ute. 


1 51 In this laſt ſentenoe i is contained the Mo of this table, 


SECT. 9. G our duty towards our Neighbour. 


. Repeal the Commandments in the ſecond Table ? 
V. Honour thy father and thy mother, that thy 
days may be long i in the land which the Lord thy God 


| | ior thee. g | 
VI. Thou 


2. 1 bat 3 is requir ed as ; by aut towards thy Neigh- | 
bu, 8 this commandment? 
A;+ V. To love, honour, and famont: my father ub 
; Herze to honour and obey the King, and all that 
L are put in authority under him, q to ſubmit myſelf to 
Yo all my e, teachers, e paſtors and maſ- 
| © ters, 
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VI. Thou ſhalt do no murder. 
VII. Thou ſhalt not commit adultery. 
VIII. Thou ſhalt not ſeal. 


IX. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs againſt thy 


neighbour. —Lu. iii. 14. 


X. Thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbour” 8 houſe, chou . 


| ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his ſervant, 


nor his maid, nor his ox, nor his aſs, nor any thing 7 


: — 15 — or " perſons. 


betters, s 


o Matt. xv. 4+ Eph. vi. I, 4. 1 Tim. v. 4. Heb X11, 7. . 
1 Chron, xxviii. 3. Prov, zix. 18. 7 Ro. xiii, 1. Tit. iii. 1. 
1 Pe. ii. 13, 14. r Heb. xiii. 17. 1 Tim. v. 17. Eph. vi. 


5, 6. Tit. ii. 9, 10. 1 Pe. ii. 18. Col. iv. 1. 1 Pe. v. 5. 
Eph. v. 21. 


VI. To love my l as myſelf, 7 and to do 
do all men as I would they ſhould do unto me; to 
hurt no body by word or deed 3 v to bear no malice nor 


hatred in my heart; 1 


. Eph. vi. 9. Ja. ii. 8. Jo. xiii. 34. 1 Matt, vii. 1. 


Lu. vi. 31. v Ro. xii. 17, 18 m Eph. iv. 31. 
VII. To keep my body. in e ſoberneſz, x 
_ and chaſtity; _ 

„ e e i. 34. Ro. xiii, 13. Eph. v. 18. 
VIII. To be true and juſt in all my Aeg yt to 


a FOR my hands from picking and Repo to learn and 


labour truly to get my own living; z 


y 1 Theſ. iv. 7. 1 Cor. vi. 18. Eph. v. 5. Heb. Xiil, 4. 
Col. iii. 8. 2 Rom. xiii. 7, 8. Lev. XXV. Ig. Jer. xzii. 13. 


Eph. iv. 28. 1 The. iv. 6, 11. 2 The. iti. 12 | 
IX. And to keep my tongue from evil— ſpeaking, 


lying and eee con an to ſpeak the truth in 


love; 3 


X. Not to covet or Ae fo get other mens s goods i in- = : 
direfth, but to do my duty in that ſlate of life, unto 


1 


Which it ſhall pleats, God to call me. 


PART 
bert 7 to order myſelf lowly and reverently to all my 
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Js i. 26. Wir Tit. iii 11. Eph. iv 25. Col. iii. 
9. Rev. IX, 8. Mat. vii. 1. 1 Cor. xiii. 5. Lu. xii. 5. 
Heb. xiii. 5. Ads xx. 33, 35. Lu. xi. 41. Eph. iv. 28. 
Phil. iv. 11. 1 Tim. vi. 8. Heb. xiii. 5, 
Q. What deft thou chiefly learn by theſe commandments ? 
A. Two things; my duty towards God, and my duty 
towards my neighbour, /o reduceth the ten to twn,. ac- 
cording to our Saviour, who ſaith thou fer? love the Lord 
thy God, with all thy uns and with all thy foul, and 

with all thy mind, this is the firſt and great commandment, 
end the ſecond is like unto it, thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as 


uy on g's two o bung all the law and the chad 


— 


1 
1 3 — — — —_ 


5 PART iv. The Chritian Prayer, 
SECT. 10. Of the 1 Lord's Prayer. 7 


As our help ſtandeth in the name of the Lord, who ka 
told us to aſk, Matt vii. 7. and in Ja. iv. 2. it is declared 
if we have not, it is becauſe we aſk not, but our ſufficiency 
is of God, who giveth wiſdom to all men, who aſk in the 
name of Jeſus Chriſt, the one mediator between God and. 


man, without whom we can do nothing: but St Paul de- 


clareth, Phil iv. 13 1 can do all things through Chriſt 
that Grengtheneth me. And our Saviour ſaith, Lu. xi. 
13. to encourage us, If ye then being evil know how 

to give good things unto your children, how much more 
ſhall. your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit (or ſpe- 


| eial grace) to them that aſk him. Therefore we ovght 


to watch and pray in ſincerity of heart, ata ah Shen, 5 


Vith e and Se 


Into how many parts is the Lord's pang Aide „ 
1 Eight; the firſt is the preface; the three follow- 
ing teach us to pray that God may be glorified ; the 
next three teach us daily to pray for all things requiſite: 
both for foul and body; which want only a believing 
Prayer to obtain. God is Almighty, therefore will be 

FFV oe ſought, 
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ſought ; ; He i is Goodneſs to the penitent, and therefore 
will be found. Pſa. cxlv. 18, 19, 20. The concluſion 


is called the Doxology, which i is both a form of thankſ- - 
giving, fee 1 Chron. xxix. 11. and ſhews the reaſon why. 


we offer theſe petitions. Firſt, God's dominion over all. 
Secondiy, His power, or Almighty ability to command. 
Thirdly, Glory, or honour from his goodneſs and great- 


neſs, which] is due to him from all creatures. Fourthly, 5 
For ever, that they all originally, eminently, and eter- 


nally, belong only to God, though temporally to earthly 


Princes; whoſe duty it is as much as ours to give all 


r to make their calling and election ſure. 
. As thou art not able to do any thing pleaſing and ac- 


| ceptable to God, without his ſpecial grace, which thou muſ# 


call for by diligent prayer, Rehearſe therefore that ions 4 


form which Chri/t taught. See Matt. vi. 5— 13. Lu. xi. 2. 


FEY After every Petition, aſk, What do zou genre of Ged i in this : 


| Petition. | 


by Prefice. Our Father who art in heaven, 

rſt. Hallowed be thy name. 1 Cor. x. 31. 

2. Thy kingdom come. Tit. i. 2. ii. 13. 

3. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Ao ciii. 20, 21. | 


4. Sire 


Q. 1 hat ds you 4 f re of God i in eur Fas a; Prayer Y 


A. I deſire my Lord God our heavenly father, who 


Is 155 giver of all goodnefs, 
. To ſend his grace unto me and all people, that 


we ſs worſhip lim, ſerve him, and obey him as we 


\ ought to do, 7 his honour and glory, by an uſe Jul and exem- 


Plary life and converſation. 


2. So the kingdom of truth and righteoyfu prevail to 


: the Full eſtabli iſhment of the goſpel. 


We obeying his revealed avill, as readily, 2 . 


< fait! fully and eee. as 11 is U the __ 
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4. Give us this day our daily bread. 
| 5. And forgive us our treſpaſſes as we forgive em 
that treſpaſs — us. Matt, vi. 14, 15. Mar. xi. 2 Se 
Lu. vi. 37. | 
6. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil. 1 Cor. x. 13. 2 Pe. ii. 9 
Concluſion. For thine is the kingdom, the power 
x 1 the glory for ever r and ever. Amen. 


4. And 1 pray unto God flat he would Bleſs to us 
al things that be needful both for our ſouls and bodies, 
5. And that he will be merciful unto us, and forgive 
us our ſins; being by his grace enabled Freely re * 


'  a#thers. 


6. And that it will 3 him to fee. and defend us 
in all dangers ghoſtly and bodily; and that he will 
keep us from all fin and wickedneſs, and from our 
ghoſtly enemy, and from everlaſting death. - 
Matt. vi. vii. 8. xxi. 22. Jo. xvi. 23. 1 Jo. SIS 
| Doxology. And this I truſt he will do of his infinite 
mercy and goodneſs, through our Lori Jeſus Chriſt. 
And therefore I 175 Amen. Or So be-1 it. Or O Lord 


: bear me. 


P ART V. The Chriſtian Sacraments. IE 
- SEC T. 1 1. Of the t Sacraments ; and fir}t of Baptiſm. 5 


How many Aran hath Chrift ordained i in 
his bass ? 5 
A. Two only, as generally neceſſary to falvation,. that 
Wt is to ſay, the firſt is Baptiſm; and the other the Supper 
of the Lord. 
2. Q What meaneft thou by this PE 8 , Y 
A. I mean an outward and viſible ſign of an inward- 


12285 ſpiritual grace, given unto. s, ordained by Chriſt 
Him- 


| U 
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himſelf, 25 2 means whereby. we receive the fs. 


ſincere faith, whereby the 
of the goſpel, the promiſes of God made to them in that 


2 and a pledge to aſſure us thereof. 
3. Q. How many parts are there in a Cucrumont! 7 


A. Two; the outward viſible gn, and the inward 
ſpiritual grace, 


4. Q. What is the outward viſible i ien, er form in 2 n? 


| aptiſed in the 
name of the Father, and of the _ and of the Rwy 
: Ghoſt. Matt. xxvili. 19. 


g. Q. Why is baptiſm in the name of the Father, and 
: of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 


A. Waterz wherein the perſon is 


A. Becauſe Ged is the authour of this religion, into which 
f y baptiſm wwe are received, the Son the revealer of It to man- 


kind, and the Spirit enabled the ApoſHes to confirm it, the 
fame Spirit is fill the director of all good chriſtians. 


6. Q. MN hat is the inward and ſpiritual grace? 
A. A death unto fin, and a new birth unto alas 
neſs; for being by nature born in fin, and the children 


of wrath, we are hereby made the children of grace. 


Rom. vi. 4, 11. 2 Cor. v. 17. Eph. ii 3 


7. Q. What is required of Ae to be baptiſed. ? 
A. Repentance, Eure. they forſake fin; and 4 


EI mag Acts ii. 38, 41. viii. 37. Mar. xvi. 16. 


8. Q. Why then are infants baptiſed, when by reaſon of 
| their tender age they cannot "of ab them, (i. e. faith and 


repentance.) 


A. Becauſe they promiſe them both by their ſareties; ; 
which promiſe, when they are come to age, themſelves _ 
are bound to perform. Matt. xix. 14. Gen. xvii. 14. 

Deut. xxix. 10, 11, 12. Acts ii. 3 Cor. vii. - 14. 


' SECT. 12. of the Lord? s Supper. 
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edfaſtly believe the dofrines 


9. Q . by was the ſacrament of the Lord's Supper or- 
1 


A. For the continual remembrance of the ſacrifice of 
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the death of Chriſt, and of the benefits which we re- 
ceive 3 Lu. Exil. 19. 1 Cor. xi. 26. Matt. 
Xxvi. 28. Heb. ix. 26. 2 Cor. v. 21. | 
c 2 What is the outward part or 1 gu of the Lord's 
_ EY 5 5 
Gy * Both bread and wine, which the Lord hath com- 
manded to be received, in remembrance Us his Jeferings 
and death. 1 Cor. xi. 23, 24, 25. 
11. Q. What is the inauard hart; or thing ni fed. E 
A. The body and blood of Chriſt, ſignified by the bread : 
and wine, which are verily and ndaed taken, and re- 
ceived ſpiritually * the faithful, in the Lord's Supper. | 
or. . 16 0 
12. Q hat are the Ai whereof « we are partabers ? 
A. The ſtrengthening and refreſhing of our ſouls by 
the body and blood of Chriſt, as our bodies are frrength- 
ened and refreſhed by the bread and avine. : 
n ſtrengthening and refrefhing of our good dif- 2 
paſtions to imitate the virtues of Chr N. Ne death e 
thankfully commemorate. _ 8 
13. Q What are the four things . ＋ them, the : 
communicants, uo come to the Lord's Supper? | 
A. iſt, To examine themſelves d whether they ſincerely 
repent e them of their former ſins, ſtedfaſtly purpoſing 
henceforth to lead a new life. 2dly, to have a lively faith F 
in God's mercy through Chriſt. 3dly, to have a thank- 
ful and truly devout g remembrance of Chriſt's death. 
And 45ly, to be in h charity with all men, whereby muff 
needs diſcern the Lords body. d 1 Cor. xi. 27, 28, 29, 31. 
e Cor. v. 8. f2 Cor. xiii, 5. Heb. x. 22. g Rom. 
v. 8. 1 Cor. vi. 20. „Matt. v. 23s 24. 1 Cor. 10. 17. 
* „ 1 Jo. iv. 11. i 
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"The CONCLUSION. 


. 'ROM the Catechiſm inſtilled and as 5 
&] aphoriſms produced confirming the ſame, what 
do you learn to be the firſt principles of both natural - 


and revealed religion? 

A. He that cometh to God muſt believe that he 1 is, 
and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently ſeek 
him. Heb. xi. 6. 


God? 


A. For the inviſible things of him from the creation 
of the world are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the 
things which are made, even his eternal power and 


Godhead, Rom. i. 20. as well as in time paſt declated 


by the Prophets, and now in theſe laſt days ſpoken. 
to us by his Son, Heb. 1. 12. And in the beginning he 


created all things in their firſt eſtate very good, and 


made man in his own image and likeneſs, and endued 
him with liberty in regard to the beginnings of evi] and 


_ vanity, Ja. 1. 13, 14. For God is eternal, immortal, 


_ inviſible, omnipotent, omnipreſent, and ee or 
infinite in underſtanding— that the darkneſs hideth not 


from him, but the night is as light as the day—who 


knoweth our downſitting and upriſing, and underſtand- 


eth our thoughts afar off. 


| . As man was created in the image of God, and en- 
| dued with a reaſonable ſoul in innocence and obedience To 


to God's law, what uſe did he make of that liberty? 


A. Man preſumed to imagine that good and wi 15 
had their own principles and ginnings, and not that 


Gods. laws were the rules thereof. 
5 What laws were eſtabliſhed at the ovation ? 


K The unerring laws which we call nature; which 


| by the ov dence of God ev thin obſerveth. 
LE aff 37 - : Q Whence 


Q. How 1 is it certainly known by all that there i is a | 
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a Whenee proceedeth the breath of life? 

A. Neither from heaven, or earth, nor from nature, 
but immediately from God. 

. Did the defection of man, in luſting after chat 

imaginary knowledge, of being guided by his own light, 

and not in obedience to God's law, proceed from 
malice or temptation of man? 

A. The Devil of malice rebelled againſt the power 
21 God in heaven, from whence being driven, in malice, 
inſinuated, ſuggeſted, and inſtigated the attempt of at- 
taining ſuch principles ; conſequently malice in the ad- 
werſary, which tempted man. 

r nn by this defeCtion, God i in juſtice ſubjeRed 

ngs to corruption? 

A. Hence enſued vanity and death, and proneneſs to 
- diſobedience, Which our Church callzth ſenſuality. TE 

Q. But by the freedom of the grace of God, in his 
mercy, has he not turned this defection to his glory, 
by a nenen, a8 touching a Mediator the word of the 
| promiſe ? 

A. Yes, though che TY of God's law 8 
through the fall, fruſtrate as to obedience, yet there 
ſucceeded the greater word, that of the promiſe; that 
the righteouſneſs of God might be wrought by faith 
through Jeſus Chriſt the word of promiſe, which as 

_ » well as the law of God, endureth for ever. By Jeſus 

_ Chriſt the work of mars redemption and reſtitution is 

_accomplithed, to an eſtate more glorious than at the 

"creation for by creation man's eſtate was below angels, 

whereas by redemption it is above angels. And St John 
declareth, * "This is life eternal, that they might know 

. thee, the only true God, and Jeſus Cbriſt whom thou 

Hhkaſt ſent. 

g Q. Doth the Catechiſm. teach the promiſes of God 
to mankind through. Jeſus Chriſt, and the conditions 
required of man = God, and knowledge of the means 
whereby to convey his Ser to aſliſt and confirm us in 
our duty? — = A. 'The 


A. The Catechiſm doth ſurnmarily teach both the 5 


nature of the chriſtian covenant, (the promiſes of God 
is declared to us) and the conditions on which we may 


become partakers of its promiſes; and we are parti- 


cularly inſtructed both how we ought to pray to God, 


and what thoſe Sacraments are which are neceſſary to 


be adminiſtered unto, and received by all of us. 
Q. What do you mean by confirmation? 
A. The ſolemn laying on of the hands of the Biſhop 


on ſuch as have been baptiſed and are come to years of 
diſcretion, and have been i inſtructed in che Fin 


ciples. . 
Are the ſureties obliged to ſee the children they 


repreſent duly inſtructed, and brought to be confirmed? 
A. 'They are certainly obliged as far as a ſolemn 


promiſe, made in the preſence of God, and in a matter 
not only lawful, but pious and charitable, can oblige 
them. Nor can it be imagined how any, who take ſuch. 


an obligation upon them, can think of anſwering either 
to God or their conſcience, if they neglect to fulfill the 


fame. 3Y 
Q. What is required of perſons to be nir 15 


that they may thereby fully take upon themſclves the | 


e of the conditions of baptiſm 4 


1, That they be of a capacity to underſtand the” 


3 of their baptiſmal covenant, what God therein 


promiſes to us, and what we are thereby obliged to be- 


Iieve, and do, in obedience to his will. 2dly, That they 


be not only capable of this knowledge, but be actually 
inſtructed in theſe things. Zdly, That having a clear 
- fenfe of what was done for them by their ſureties at, 


their baptiſm, they be now ready and deſirous, in their 
Sen perſons, to ratify ant confirm the ſame. And, 

chat i in teſtimony of their ſmcere reſolutions to do lat 
they here promiſe and vow, they do now truly repeut 


of all their MK ins, and N * 2 the Erne of 


. 
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3 CONCLUSION. 


God, to v0. on in a conſtant obedience to Gots com- 
p mands unto their lives end. 


5 Q. Did the Apoſtles practice ſuch an impoſition of 
ants ! 


A. So we read, Ate viil. 17. 6 Then laid they their 
5 hands: on them, and they received the Holy Ghoſt . 
xix. 6. And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, 
the Holy Ghoſt came on them, and they ſpake with 


e tongues, and propheſed.“ 


hen does the Biſhop convey the Holy Ghoſt by. 
laying on of hands? . 
A. It is not ſaid he doth, nor did the Apoſtles. heh: a 
ſelves do it. T hey laid on their hands, God gave the 
Holy Ghoſt to thoſe on whom they laid them, And we 
pioully preſume, that by the fervent prayers of the Biſhop 


_ and the church, thoſe on whom he now lays his hands 


ſhall receive the Holy Ghoſt, if oy. do but worthily : 
Prepare themſelves for it. | 
Qs there any Worn; of God, on which to build 
ſuch a hope? 8 
A. A general one there i is, and ſuch as. may. in this 
caſe, above any, be depended. | upon by us. ſee Ja. v. 16. 
Eph. vi. 18. 1 Tim. ii. 1—3. For, fir}t, we are directed 
to pray not only for ourſelves, but for one another alſo.” 

To encourage us hereunto, Chriſt has promiſed us ta, 

grant whatever is pioully a{ked of him, Matt. xvii. and 

Tu. xi. 9. particularly he has declared, that“ God will 
give the Holy Spirit to them that aſk it.” Add to this, 
that it has always been accounted a part of the miniſ- 
terial office, not only to znitruct but to pray for, and 
dleſs the people, Lev. ix. 22, 23• Num. vi. 2 25. 
Deu. x. 8. 2 Chron. xxx. 27. 1 Sam. ii. 30. n 
. therefore the Biſhop and his congregation ſolemnly 
join together, to beg of. God the grace of his Holy 
Spirit, in behalf of ſuch perſons as theſe, who have 
now dedicated themſelves a new to his ſervice; how can 
we but reaſonably believe, that God will grant their 


CONCLUSION. 4 


requeſt, and give his Holy Spirit to thoſe for whom he 
is thus earneſtly and ſolemnly aſked of him. 


Q. How does this ordinance ive a fatisfaCtion to the 


Church ? 


A. By its being openly tranſacted in the face of 
the church. The perſom was perhaps privately baptiſed. 
The vow which was made by others in his name, being 
ſ>lemnly renewed and ratified by himfelf, and he is now | 
Eſtabliſhed in the communion of the church by a chief 

ſtor. And alſo the ſponſors, who became ſureties 
both for the good inſtruction and education of the per- 


fon for whom they anfwered, being thereby TORY: ac- 
quitted and difcharged of their rn | es 


Q, What 15 ſignified by baptiſm to us, 25 by the. F 
merits and interceſſion of oo Chriſt we are called to 


a ſtate of ſalvation ? 


A. A ſeal, that God will in Jeſus Chriſt be our Go 


5 reconciled father, and Chriſt will be our Saviour, 
and the Holy Ghoſt our ſanctifier, if we will unfeignedly- 
' confent; that is, if penitently and belivingly we give 
up ourſelyes to God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; 


in thoſe reſolutions, we are affured, as a deed of gift, of 
Chriſt, and pardon and falvation to all ſuch as by true 


faith and repentance ſincerely turn to God. 
Q: Are they not to blame who come to the Lord' 8 


fupper, without either being confirmed, or deſirous of 


fuch a ſtate, as'to render them fit ſubjeQs thereof? 

A. Certainly they are blameable; for they not only 
break the orders and diſobey the command of the church, 
in fligbting this apoſtolical ceremony, (it if be no more) 
but ſeem aſhamed to own their chriſtian profeſſion, 


and to deſpiſe the prayers of the devout; for ſuch graces 


as ought earneſtly to be deſired, and cannot by any 
more eifeCkual means be obtained of God, than by a- 
| pious and reverend participatron of this holy ordinance. 
How often ought any chriſtian to be confirmed? 
1 N . is underſtood a ſolemn ratißca- 
Ut» oo ß tion 
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tion of our baptiſmal vow, or covenant in our own 
| perſon, Now no perſon ought to be baptized more 
than once; nor therefore is it requiſite for any perſon 

to take that covenant upon him more than once. 


Q. If after this ratification a perſon put himſelf out 


of a ſtate of grace, upon his ſincere repentange, What 
are the means of reſtoring him again? TE, 
A. The Holy Eucharif 
to us the body and blood of Chriſt, 1 Cor. x. 16. Ma, 
Xvi. 16. 1 Cor. xi. 24. Chriſt by the croſs became an 
_ expiatory ſacrifice for the (ins of mankind, Heb. ix. 12, 
14, 28. X. 10. 1 Pet. ii. 21, 24. iii. 18, by repeated 


is appointed to communicate 


devout partakings we conſtantly renew our broken vow 


of the covenant of Baptiſm; and by faith, are truly 
intitled to a part in Chriſt's ſacrifice (the forgiveneſs of 
JJ I CSS HE et 


OY, How does fock s devout, receiving of this Haly 
_ Sacrament ſtrengthen u? 5 * 


A. As it adds a new confirmation of God's mercy 


towards us, trough the ſacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and thereby fortifiet 


and corroborateth us more and 
more, both in the diſcharge of our duty, and to a re- 


ſiſtance of all ſuch i as may be like to draw 
us away from it; alſo 


6 eing thus ſecured of a part of 
Chriſt's ſacrifice for us, we are thereby fortified againſt 


all doubts and fears of our falvation ; are confirmed 
_ againſt the apprehenſion of any preſent dangers or ſuf- 
_ ferings for righteouſneſs ſake; which we ſhall © reckon 
not worthy to be compared with the glory which ſhall 
be revealed in us.” And finally are ſtrengthened againſt 
the fear of death its ſelf, which we are hereby aſſuredly 
perſuaded to look upon as a paſſage ou'y to a moſt bleſſed 
and everlatting Hie ee APRON 
Q. Doth the ſufferings and merits of Chriſt, (which 


„5 


are a ſufficient attonement for the ſins of the whole 


world) only attone for thoſe who are regenerate ? © 


A. For none other, but proper fabjeQts, . 


- EQNCEVPSION: 
 forſake evil, and do good, and ſerve God by an univerſal 
obedience in what God requireth); in whom through a 
lively faith is renewed the image of God in holineſs and 


charity, though only in degrees, far differing, Matt. vii. 


11. xviii. 20. Jo. iii. 23. Rom. viii. 15. 1 Theſ. v. 23, 24. 


Q What are the means whereby the Holy Ghoſt 


generally aſſiſteth our good diſpoſitions? 
A. Ordinarily by the preaching. of the word, admi- 


niſtration of the ſacraments, prayers, reading, catechizing, 


a dmonition, godly ſociety, the croſs and afflictions, 
| God's benefits, his judgements upon others, contem- 
plation of his works; all which in different degrees 
God uſeth as the means of vocation and conver ſion b 
tze grace of God, for “ No man hath quickened his 
own ſoul, for it is God which worketh in you both to 


will and to do of his good pleaſure ;” nevertheleſs God _ ö; 
is not to be thought tied to any particular method or 
time, for he calleth man at all the moments of his life: 
yet whatever the occaſion be, which God is pleaſed to 
make uſe of to bring us to repentance and faith, it is 
ſtill the grace of his hol ſpirit, and the ſerious thought | 


of our own wretched eſtate, that muſt begin the work, 


and produce in us that godly forrow, which finally ends 


in a true repentance, never to be repented of, 
Q. How doth the Holy Ghoſt ſanctify us? 


A.. By regenerating and uniting us to Chrift ; diſ- 

poſing us to our duty, illuminating our underitanding, 

 ſanAifying our will, and enabling us to call unto God, 
that through his grace we may work out our ſalvation; 


_ diſpoſing us to love our neighbour as our natural ſelf, 


with a ſpirit of benevolence and fpiritually, with a love 

of complacence. We ought to wear as frontlets the . 
golden rule of our duty as men: for from our not at- 
tending to do unto others, as we would they ſhould do 

unto us, ariſe factions, contentions, and perſecutions. 
Q. Wherefore are the faithful, or lively members of 


Chritt, called the catholic, or univerſat-church ? 3 
Tr - A. Chiefly, 


4 
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44 CONCLUSION. 


A. Chieſly ; firſh, to diſtinguiſh it from the Jewiſh, 
which was confined to a certain people, and to continue 
but ſor a certain time; whereas the chriſtian takes in 
all mankind, and to continue to the end of the world, 


Pſa. ii. 8. Acts x. 34, 35. Matt. xxviii. 19. 20. Mar. 


xvi. 19. Lu. xxiv. 47. 1 Cor. xii. 13. Secondly, that 


the el comprehends a ſummary of what all chiitians 
are to believe, and every church of any country, pro- 


feſling the ſame, is a member or part of the univerſal 


= church. 


Q. Is the TTY of En gland 48 eſtabliſhed by law, ; 


a true part of the catholic ack? 2 


A. It certainly is, inaſmuch as it profeſſeth the true 


catholic faith, delivered in the holy ſcriptures, and 
drawn up in the creeds of the church, and by the moſt, 
antient councils acknowledged to be ſufficient to deno- 


minate thoſe who profeſſed according thereunto, to be 
truly catholic chriſtians; and alſo holds communion 
with-all ſuch churches as proſeſs the ſame faith, aud, 


as far forth, as they do ſo. 


c The unity of the univerſal church at univerſal 


- communion, which you muſt hold with all parts; and 
_ the difference between the church as viſtble and inviſible, 7 
is taught in theſe paſſages of ſcripture. following, in 


which texts [ with you to be well read, for 'tis from the 
want 'of love or charity that all our woeful diviſions 


proceed ? x Cor. xii. Eph. iv. +— 17. Jo. xvii. 21 23. 


Adds iv. 32 and 11. 42. 1 Cor. i. 10, II, 13. iu 3. Rom. 
xvii 17. Phi. 1 ii. 1-4. 1 Theff. v. 12, 13. Acts xx. 30. 


1 Cor. zi. 19. Tit. tiff 10. Ja. iii. Col i. 4. Heb. 


1. 25. Acts viii. 12, 13 37—•— BI | Cor. 1, 2,- 143. iii. 35 * 


xi. 18, 21. Yet nevertheleſs aſter all, as man you may 


chance to err, yet from the purity and meckneſs of your 


intention, the diligence of your enquiry, the meekneſs 
and entireneis of your reſignation, Which doubt not, will 


through the mercies and goodnefs cf a gracious God, 


teure you heaven, and render your error innocent and 
Ls harmleſs. ha or to exr is buman, to forgive 1s divine. | 


„ Te 


CONCLUSION. 4 
To preſerve our charity for our neighbour, left that 
faith which ſhould be the ſtrong engagement to union, 
| become the unhappy inſtrument of divifrens. To this. 
end know, that the chriſtian controverſies now on foot, 
are not about the truth, but ſenſe of divine revelation ;_ 


none queſtioning the veracity, but the meaning of God; 


therefore the glory is no more lefſened. or injured by 
variety of opinions, than by variety of capacities, unleſs 

io their conſequences. For as the bare aſſent to truth 
doth not fave, neither can the holding an errovr damn, 
_ unleſs it be ſuch as hath a finful nature, original, or 

iſſue, or ſoch as is not conſiſtent with the honour aad 


glory of the moſt high God; and indeed no opinion 


which leflens the majeſty of the moſt high God, can be 


taken up by any one profeſſing chrittianity, but that it 


muſt begin and end in fin; but yet the aggravation or 


extenuation of the guilt of a man thus erring, may 


depend upon ſo many circumliances; as capacity, educça- 
tion, means and opportunity of better information, the 
ſtrength of the prejudices, and fuch like, that ke muſt. 


de left to the judgement of God alone. And our duty 


28 private chriſtians, is to love and pray for him, and to 
endeavour his reducement by all the pious means we can, 
The Apoſtles general rule is, Let not the weak judge 
the ſtrong, nor the ſtrong deſpiſe the weak,” living m 
peaceful temper of theſe perſuaſions; happy in the en- 
joyment of a ſmooth and ſettled calm, refigned np to 
God, ſtaunch and conſiſtent in ourſelves, and poſſeſſed by 
charitable hope of our neighbour; endeavouring to 
keep a conſcience void of offence towards God, and to- 
wards man; and then we may hope at laſt to reſign our 
ſpirit into the hands of a faithful Creatour, ia the joys 


— 


and tranſports of this precious chriſtian faith, | 
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WE  _TFyLESSED Lord, who of thy wiſdom not only guideſt and or- 
3 dereft all things in wiſdom and juſtice, but alſo performeſt 
the fame in ſuch a manner that we eannot but ackvowiedge thee. 
righteous in all thy ways, and holy in all thy works. #e, leſs 
thee for our creation, preſervation, and the bleſſings of this lifes 
but above all for thy wonderful love in fending thine only Son our 
Tord Jeſus Chriſt into the world, that er believeth or 
kim ſhould not periſh but have everlaſling life. Enable ws to 
come unto thee through Jeſus Chriſt, Who is the way, the truth, 
and the life; and according to the multitude of thy tender mer · 
cies in him, make ws ſenſible of our tranſgreſſions againſt thee, 
and enable «s fincerely to mourn for and forſake them; ſo that 
dove may find comfort by having eur hearts cleanſed, and being re- 
newed by thy ſpirit, aue may daily grow more meek, more mer- 
ciful, more peaceable, and more pure in heart; ſo follow the ex- 
ample of the bleſſed Jeſus, in ſecret doing good to all men, that. 
a bleſſing may attend the ſame ;. for thou haſt declared, thou 
art ever gracious to the merciful and contrite, ang ever ready to 
hear the prayers of ſuch as ſincerely call upon thee ;“ therefore 
ſtrengthen our faith in thy gracious promiſes and kind providence, 
fo that wwe may ever bleſs thee, who haſt revealed to ws that Jeſus 
is the reſurrection and the life, through whom eve {hall overcome 
dcath. And grant ave may ſo number our days, that eve may ap- 
| ply ourſelves unto wiſdom; ſo that y a patient continuance in 
rell-doing, we may feck for glory, honour, and immortablty- 
Do thou bleſs our gracious Sovereign King George, our gracious 
Queen Charlotte, the other branches of the Royal Family, asd 
all that are in authority in Church and State; and to keep them 
in the true worſhipping, of thee in ſpirit and in truth... Be a father 
to the fatherleſs. O Lord bind up the broken in heart; comfort 
all that are afflicted in mind, body, or eſtate ; fill us all with the 
knowledge of thy will in alkwiſdom and fpiritual underſtanding, 
that ape may with gladneſs ſhew forth-thy loving kindneſs in tlie. 
morning, and thy faithfuineſs every night, committing ourſelves, 
eur relations, friends, and neighbours of every denamination, to 
thy continual fatherly care, through our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
3 Chriſt, in whoſe comprehenſive words we further pray: Our 
= Father who art in heaven, 'NOGY r IH EIN eee 
Another, which will ſerve for either Morning or Evening. 


Urs thy care and protection, O heavenly Father! 1 
N commit myſelf, Preſerve me from all evil, from lying, 
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5 taking thy holy name in vain, profaning the fabbath, er doing 
any thing contrary to thy divine will and command. By thy from | 
T . — ©... Onan 
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PRAYER © © 
enable me to do my duty; that neither floth, idleneſs, nor inn” 


9 company, may occalion the neglect of it; that I may be dutiful 
to my parents, obedient to my governors, teachers, ſpiritual 


 _ paſtors, and makers; that I may love thee above all things, and 
make thy laws the rule and guide of my actions. Preſerve me from 


all misfortunes and accidents; leave me not to myſelf, to mine 


don weak and ſhallow underſtanding; but fo guide and direct, 


fo keep and preſerve me, that I may live in thy fear here, and be 
crowned with thy favour hereafter. Bleſs my father and mother, 


muy ſiſter and brother, my relations, and all mankind. Bleſs ali 


fchools and nurſeries of true religion, help me to improve in 


learning, but particularly in the ways of thy laws, and in the 
works of thy commandments. By thy providence defend and 


keep me this [day or night | from all evil, and by thy Holy Spi- 
rit continually prevent and aſſiſt me. Grant theſe my petitions, 


merciful Lord, for the fake of thine only Son Jeſus Chriſt, who f 


[_ taught and commanded us to ſay, Our Father, ce. 


C OUR T E 0 Us R E ADE Ro - 
4B ſubmit the following experimenta] ſentences to thy ſerious 
thoughts. That ſeriouſneſs is the greateſt wiſdom, temperance 
the belt phyfick, and a good conſcience the belt eſtate.— That 


all learning in the world, without true piety and the fear of God, 
is nothing worth.—The fear of the Lord, that is wiſdom; and 


to depart from evil, that is underſtanding. —Acouſtom yourſelf 


to an habitual conſideration of your ways; examine frequently 
what good or evi} you have done, and how you employ your 


time. —Conſider the ſhortneſs of time, and the length of eter- 


ity; then you'll feel the excellency of piety and religion, and 


by God's grace know that the ways of Wiſdom are pleaſant- 
neſs, and all her paths are peace. e 
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